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16 September 2011
Dear Parents/guardians

Roots of Empathy Programme Year 5
We are delighted to announce that the school is to engage with the Roots of Empathy Programme this year.  This is a programme which will help children learn about how an infant develops and grows.  Over the year there will be 21 workshops with a qualified expert in early years, each lasting just under an hour in the classroom.  Once a month the children will be visited and get to learn about the early stages of human development by a mother and baby who will share their experiences with them.  The children will in the sessions learn both how a child grows and develops but also how to treat, respect and interact with the baby.  This is a wonderful initiative and one which will provide a huge source of learning in terms on the children’s emotional intelligence and social and interpersonal development.  It provides a core feature for the Year 5 Class in terms of Personal Development and Mutual Understanding.
The instructor and family have been fully AccessNI vetted and trained in how to participate in this programme and how to speak with children in a school setting.  The main themes running concurrently in the programme are, interaction, caring, communication, emotional intelligence, empathy, listening and responding, developing relationships and making and retaining new friendships.  Similarly children will learn about the need for sleep, safety, caring for a crying child and developing attentive safe habits with the baby.
This is a superb initiative and one which will commence as soon as practicable this term.  The programme will filter into other areas of the curriculum in particular literacy and offers the children huge potential for our children.
Mr Barnes will be pleased to provide further information should it be required.  Please explore the accompanying information sheet and permission slips for an evaluation questionnaire later in the year.

Yours in good faith

Hugh O’Prey

Principal
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